December Newsletter 2019

Dear Parents,
What a great December we have had!
It has been packed full; fantastic open sessions,
wonderful nativities and fundraising events as well as
many school trips and events. We are extremely
proud of all the hard work and effort displayed by all
pupils and are looking forward to more exciting
moments in the new year.
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Years three and four have been fascinated by
studying the Vikings and had a Viking Day this week
where the children broadened their understanding
of the Viking culture by dressing up for the day,
exhibiting artefacts and story telling their Viking
mini-sagas (mmmm, is that an oxymoron?). I am sure
the parents loved listening to these as much as I did.
Well done on your great imagination and vocabulary
choices. I have it on good authority that ‘Siri’ has
assisted with some adventurous synonyms!

The children have been totally immersed in their
learning this half term: Years one and two have been
thoroughly enjoying their ‘Traction Man’ theme. I
have been very impressed by the quality of writing I
have seen and some of their designs have been very
creative. The children have designed clothing for
Traction Man, where they have stitched the material
for his fashion show at the end of the week.

Years five and six have been learning all about World
War two this half term. Their World War Two day
was a real hit, with the children singing songs from
that era, tasting ration recipes, cracking enigma
codes, learning how to generate and interpret
morse code and creating propaganda posters.

The children also really enjoyed their Super Hero day
where the children loved the carousel of activities
experienced across the four classes.

On a similar theme, I received an email from an ex
pupil of the school who attended in War time. Look
out for extracts from the emails later in this edition.

Christmas Nativities
Our Early Years and Key Stage 1 pupils performed
their wonderful nativity shows to many proud
parents and families. I am sure you will agree
these were a huge hit and really helped develop
the children’s confidence. Thanks to all who
attended.
I would also like to thank those who contributed
towards these nativities. These funds will really
benefit the children and help enable us to provide
even more opportunities for them in the future.

Festive Goodbyes & Welcomes
We say a very sad goodbye to our librarian, Mrs Jill
Pond; she has been with us at the school since
1989 – for over 30 years!
I am sure you will join me in wishing her a long and
happy retirement! She received a ‘book guard of
honour’ on her last day (see below!)

We also welcome in January Mrs Stoyle, who
permanently joins us in Year 4. She is a longstanding teacher with a great wealth of
experience and we are sure she will be a great
asset to the school!
Our School will be Cashless after Christmas!
All trips, dinner money, breakfast club and after
school payments must be made online! If you have
not got your Scopay account set up yet, please
speak to the reception staff as soon as possible.

A huge thanks for your support in dressing your
children up in historical outfits, it really has made
these exciting days more authentic for the
children. And remember, we are back on the 6th
January- See you all bright eyed and bushy tailed!
Have a fantastic restful Christmas and a happy
New Year
Mark Hanbury, Headteacher

We are working towards a fully automated booking
system where no clubs will be able to be booked
unless there are funds in the Scopay account so
please make sure you keep up with payments and
money owed or you may not be able to book in
future!

Emails from a former pupil…
I recently received an email out of the blue from an

ex pupil of Hayes who attended the school during
the war. I hope you find the extracts from her
emails, below, as fascinating as I have.
Dear Mr Hanbury,
I came across a website for Hayes School quite by
chance and it brought back many happy memories
of my own school days there. I first attended Hayes
School in September 1937. My brother, Reg
Mugford, followed in 1941. They were happy,
uncomplicated times. Miss Hext was the
Headmistress and, as a 5 year old, my first teacher
was Miss Westaway.
My lifelong interest in gardening began as an 8
year old, when my teacher (Mrs Hayes) gave us
little gardening lessons among many other
subjects. We inserted individual broad beans in jam
jars, kept in place between a sheet of blotting paper
and the inside of the jar. An inch of water at the
bottom of the jar kept the blotting paper moist and
it was fascinating to see the radicle emerge
followed by the first shoot.
The outbreak of war inevitably brought
changes. Children always had to carry gas-masks
and we had to have our names written on pieces of
paper stitched to the back of clothing at the neck,
although this particular requirement was not in
force for very long. However, woe betide a pupil if
anyone turned up at school without a gasmask! When an air-raid siren sounded, we filed
outside, very orderly, to two air-raid shelters that
had been erected in the two playgrounds.
Fortunately, there were no actual raids on our part
of Paignton - as far as I know. I attach a photo
taken at the school on May 24 1940. The school
always celebrated Empire Day - it was an important
date. I am just behind, and to the right, of the girl
in the front row who is wearing a star on her head
with her arms outstretched like wings. I have a
ribbon-bow in my hair which hangs almost over my
left eye (the right as you look at the photo on the
right).

I still have a certificate given to children who
supported the war effort. I, along with many in my
class, had donated a week’s pocket money (3d) to a
fund for the armed forces. All children were
instructed to take immediate cover if an air-raid
siren sounded. This happened on one occasion when
my brother and I were on our way to school one
morning. We timidly knocked at a farm house in
Waterleat Lane and were allowed to wait inside until
the all-clear sounded.
There was always a lot of propaganda which
everyone totally believed. It was inconceivable we
would not win the war. As a child I believed
Germany must be a dreadful place - where the sun
never shone and no trees grew! Now, having visited
and after speaking with many Germans, I know how
wrong that was. Incredibly, even now, well over 70
years since the war ended and in spite of all the TV
documentaries, information is still emerging that
had been suppressed at the time.
At night, wave after wave of German bombers
passed over our house on the way to bomb
Plymouth. I think it was 1941. In spite of the
blackout the silhouettes of the planes were clearly
visible in the sky. We knew they were German
because the distinctive throb of their engines was
different to English airplanes. My brother and I were
terrified of bombs dropping on us.
My father reassured us by saying Paignton was not
important enough to be bombed. Plymouth was the
main target, 29 miles away. The sky was lit up from
nightly bombings. On one raid 3,000 people were
killed. Paignton and Torquay did suffer bomb
damage, but not on a major scale. A lone German
fighter plane flew low over our houses striking the
roof tops. We were lucky we only had to replace a
few tiles.
So many memories!
All the best,
Joan.

Festive Fundraising in December
What an amazing month December has been for fund
raising for the school. Thank you all for your wonderful
support and donations. We raised £293 for the cake
sale, £93 from school nativity shows and £550 from the
Christmas Fair. That is a huge total of £936.00. Thank
you so much. It will, all of course, go back to providing
opportunities and resources for the children!

Santa Express & Donation
The Reception children really got into the Christmas spirit
this week with a wonderful trip on the Santa Express.
They left from by steam train from Paignton to
Kingswear.

..
Santa and his helpers visited the children throughout
their journey making every minute of the journey a
magical experience.
I am delighted say, the trip was fully funded by Mrs Price
on behalf of the Bay Esplanade hotel to the tune of £470.
I am sure you will all join me in thanking them for this
extremely generous donation. Can I also thank those
parents who kindly donated their money back to the
school, turning down the refund. We really appreciate
your kind gesture!

On the final Tuesday morning of this term, Hayes
School Choir paid a visit to Grange Lea Care Home in
Preston. Twenty-three of the choir were able to
attend, most of whom wore their Christmas jumpers
for the occasion. The choir sang a range of Christmas
songs to some of the elderly residents who joined in
with us for some of our more traditional numbers. The
choir sang beautifully, as always, and it was lovely to
see so many smiles shared between the generations.
Well done, choir!

Accelerated Reader
Celebrations took place in our final assembly of the year
and there were some fantastic word counts amongst
classes in Key Stage Two. The winning classes for this
term were 3HG with almost 500,000 words; 4MT with
over a million words; 5MC with over two million words,
just pipped at the post by 6HF with a mere few hundred
thousand words more. Congratulations, on an individual
level, go to Sophie Rolfe, who is currently our only solo
millionaire reader in KS2. Make sure you keep up with
your reading over Christmas and aim to smash your new
target in January!

