
RE at Hayes: Subject Story



The Hayes Curriculum Vision Statement

At Hayes, we strive for our children to push beyond any perceived idea of potential, 
to be all they can be, regardless of background.  Our vision is for all of our children 
to leave us as good human beings- happy, kind and responsible. Our curriculum is 
integral in shaping the children to become independent and life-long learners. Our 
curriculum aims to equip our children with the ability to ‘think’ in order to make 
sense of an ever-changing world. The breadth our curriculum provides is 
underpinned by thinking. This thinking will allow our children to make sense of the 
world around them and before them in order that they can live fulfilling and happy 
lives, being all they can be.



Intent
At Hayes School we aim to teach children about Christianity and a broad range of other religions, 
their beliefs and practices and how they worship. The children will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of different religions and be encouraged to respect their beliefs as well as promoting 
their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. The curriculum is aimed to promote 
children’s awareness of a range of cultures both in the community they live within and beyond.  

The RE curriculum aims to:
❖  make sense of a range of religious and non-religious beliefs exploring what people believe 

and how this influences how they live their lives, 
❖  understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs
❖  make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs so they are able to gain 

knowledge and skills which will equip them to be able to consider questions that are raised
❖ understand the importance of respecting the values and beliefs of others that may differ from 

theirs

RE Intent



Implementation

At Hayes School we follow the Devon and Torbay Agreed syllabus.Through the delivery of the 
syllabus children will learn about a wide range of celebrations, festivals and the traditions 
followed by different religions. They will also look at the diversity within religions themselves, 
as well as looking at a similarities and differences of traditions across a number of faiths. This 
will allow the children to gain knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to handle 
questions raised by religion and belief.

Teachers will plan a creative curriculum which includes the use of real artefacts, food tasting, 
interactive stories and video tours or visiting places of worship.In the Values Books, examples 
of learning and experiences are shared across every year group reflecting the high quality 
teaching and learning that takes place.

RE Implementation



RE Knowledge and skills progression

RE teaching and learning should enable pupils to..

A. make sense of a 
range of religious and 
non-religious beliefs

B. understand the impact 
and significance of religious 
and non-religious beliefs

C. make connections 
between religious and 
non-religious beliefs, 
concepts, practices and 
ideas studied



 

 



Knowledge progression



Understanding Christianity

Core concepts progress from 
EYFS into Key Stage 3



RE Knowledge and skills progression

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
 Nursery Through the careful planning  of topics plan a range of opportunities to be creative, role play, act out stories, talk and listen to stories and each other, 

listen to music, local celebrations and discussing spontaneous events such as the birth of new babies, weddings, death of pets, begin to discuss the 
different ways people believe and behave

Reception F4 Being Special: 
Where do we 
belong?

F2 Why is Christmas 
special for Christians?

F1 Why is the word 
‘God’ so important to 
Christians?

F3 Why is Easter special 
to Christians?

F5 What places are 
special and why?

F6 What times/stories 
are special and why?

Year 1 1.10 What does it 
mean to belong 
to a faith 
community?

1.1 What do Christians 
believe God is like?

1.7 Who is Jewish and how do they live? 1.2 Who do Christians 
say made the world?

1.9 How should we care 
for the world and 
others and why does it 
matter? (Christainty, 
Judaism, Non-religious)

Year 2 1.6 Who is a 
Muslim and how 
do they live?

1.3 Why does 
Christmas matter to 
Christians? 

1.6 Who is a Mulsim 
and how do they live? 
(part 2)

1.5 Why does Easter 
matter to Christians?

1.4 What is the ‘good 
news’ Christians 
believe Jesus brings?

1.8 What makes some 
places sacred to 
believers? (Christian 
and Muslim)



RE Knowledge and skills progression
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 3 L2.1 What do Christians learn from the 
Creation Story?

L2.2 What is it like for someone to follow 
God?

L2.9 How do festivals 
and worship show what 
matters to a Muslim?

L2.10 How do festivals 
and family life show 
what matters to Jewish 
people?

L2.4 What kind of 
world did Jesus want?

L2.12 How and why do 
people try to make the 
world a better place? 
(Christianity, 
Muslim/Jewish, Non 
Religious)

Year 4 L2.3 What is the 
‘Trinity’ and why 
is it important for 
Christians?

L2.7 What do Hindus 
believe God is like?

L2.8 What does it mean 
to be Hindu in Britain 
today?

L2.5 Why do Christians 
call the day Jesus died 
‘Good Friday’?

L2.6 For Christians, 
when Jesus left, what 
was the impact of 
Pentecost?

L2.11 How and why do 
people mark the 
significant events of 
life? (Christianity, 
Hinduism, Non 
Religious)

Year 5 U2.1 What does it 
mean if  
Christians believe 
God is holy and 
loving?

U2.8 What does it 
mean to be a Muslim in 
Britain today?

U2.3 Why do Christians 
believe Jesus was the 
Messiah?

U2.9 Why is the Torah 
so important to Jewish 
people?

U2.4 Christians and 
how to live: What 
would Jesus do?

U2.10 What matters 
most to Humanists and 
Christians? 
(Christianity, 
Mulsim/Judaism, Non 
Religious)

Year 6 U2.2 Creation and 
science: 
conflicting or 
complementary? 

U2.11 Why do some 
people believe in God 
and some people not? 
(Christianity and Non 
Religious)

U2.7 Why do Hindus 
want to be good?

U2.5 What do 
Christians believe Jesus 
did to ‘save’ people?

U2.6 For Christians, 
what kind of king is 
Jesus?

U2.12 How does faith 
help people when life 
gets hard?



RE Question 
progression 
Devon and Torbay 
Agreed Syllabus 



RE Question 
progression 
Devon and Torbay 
Agreed Syllabus 



Vocabulary progression



Our RE Curriculum enables children to develop a positive sense of themselves and 
others and learn how to form positive and respectful relationships. They will begin to 
understand and value the differences of individuals and groups within their own 
community. Children will have opportunity to develop their emerging moral and cultural 
awareness.

Early Learning Goal: People, Culture and Communities
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class. 

RE outcomes in EYFS



End of Key Stage outcomes Key Stage 1
RE should enable pupils to..

● Identify the core beliefs 
and concepts studied and 
give a specific description 
of what they mean

● Give examples of how 
people use stories, texts 
and teachings to guide 
their beliefs and actions

● Think, talk and ask 
questions about whether 
the ideas they have been 
studying have something 
to say to them

● Give examples of how 
stories show what people 
believe (e.g. the meaning 
behind a festival)

● Give examples of ways in 
which believers put their 
beliefs into action

● Give a good reason for 
the views they have and 
the connections they 
make

● Give clear, simple 
accounts of what stories 
and other texts mean to 
believers



End of Key Stage 
outcomes Key Stage 1



End of Key Stage 
outcomes Key Stage 1



End of Key Stage outcomes lower Key Stage 2
RE should enable pupils to..

● Identify and describe the core 
beliefs and concepts studied 

● Make simple links between 
stories, teachings and 
concepts studied and how 
people live, individually and in 
communities

● Make links between some of 
the beliefs and practices 
studied and life in the world 
today, expressing some ideas 
of their own clearly

● Make clear links between 
texts/sources of authority and 
the key concepts studied

● Describe how people show 
their beliefs in how they 
worship and in the way they 
live

● Raise important questions 
and suggest answers about 
how far the beliefs and 
practices studied might make 
a difference to how pupils 
think and live

● Offer suggestions about 
texts/sources of authority can 
mean and give examples of 
what these sources mean to 
believers

● Identify some differences in 
how people put their beliefs 
and actions

● Give good reasons for the 
views they have and the 
connections they make



End of Key Stage outcomes 
lower Key Stage 2



End of Key Stage outcomes 
lower Key Stage 2



End of Key Stage outcomes 
lower Key Stage 2



End of Key Stage outcomes upper Key Stage 2
RE should enable pupils to..

● Identify and describe the core 
beliefs and concepts studied, using 
examples from sources of authority 
in religions 

● Make clear connections between 
what people believe and how they 
live, individually and in communities

● Make connections between the 
beliefs and practices studied, 
evaluating and explaining their 
importance to different people (e.g. 
believers and atheists) 

● Describe examples of ways in which 
people use texts/authority to make 
sense of core beliefs and concepts

● Using evidence and examples, show 
how and why people put their beliefs 
into action in different ways, e.g. in 
different communities, 
denominations or cultures

● Reflect on and articulate lessons 
people might gain from the 
beliefs/practices studied, including 
their own responses, recognising 
that others may think differently

● Give meanings for texts/sources of 
authority studied, comparing these 
ideas with ways in which believers 
interpret texts/sources of authority

● Consider and weigh up how ideas 
studied in this unit relate to their own 
experiences and experiences of the 
world today, developing insights of 
their own and giving good reasons 
for the views they have and the 
connections they make



End of Key Stage outcomes 
upper Key Stage 2



End of Key Stage outcomes 
upper Key Stage 2



End of Key Stage outcomes 
upper Key Stage 2



The Kind Stranger

Pancake 
Day

  
 

Nursery 



Noah’s Ark
            
 

EYFS 



Shrove Tuesday

            
 

EYFS 



Diwali

            
 

EYFS



KS1 - Year 1

            
 

Learning in RE 



            
 

KS1 - Year 2



            
 

KS2 - Year 3



            
 

KS2 - Year 4



            
 

KS2 - Year 5



            
 

KS2 - Year 6



What do the children say…

What are you proud of that 
you have learnt in RE?

We learn about what festivals 
others celebrate. I am proud 
that I learn about the different 
ways people celebrate these 
events.
Y4

Why do we learn RE?

So we have a choice of 
what to believe. 
Y2

Can you talk about a story 
you have learnt in RE?

Jesus went to Zacchaeus 
house - we don’t like him 
as we should be kind and 
he was not.
EYFS



What do the teachers say…
I loved teaching a lesson when we 
considered how families celebrate big 
occasions in the religious year. We 
compared Muslims celebrating Eid to 
Christaisn celebrating Christmas and 
how the morals behind both were very 
similar: showing appreciation and being 
thankful which leads to understanding 
respect for different cultures.
Year 4

When learning about how worshippers 
can show their love for their God no 
matter where they are we related this to 
places that are special to us. The 
children could discuss places where 
they can find peace and calm such as 
the beach, their homes and the woods.
Year 1 

When discussing beliefs about life after 
death the comments and thoughts from 
the pupils were incredibly mature. This 
was especially shown when another 
member of staff came into the room to 
collect something and they ended up 
staying as they were so enthralled to 
listen to the discussion.  
Year 6

When discussing how peace can be 
seen around the world and in different 
communities and in many different 
forms the children showed empathy 
and understanding to the different 
views. 
Year 3



ELF: Empowering Learners Through Feedback 
‘The most powerful single modification that enhances achievement is feedback.’ (John Hattie) 

Through effective assessment and feedback, we aim to raise attainment and accelerate progress for 
all pupils, helping them to ‘be all they can be’. 



Impact
Children are assessed in their understanding of different religions and beliefs. This will focus on the 3 
elements of the Agreed Syllabus:
❖  making sense
❖  understand the impact
❖  making connections

Our destination as learners of Religious Education at Hayes will be: 
Learners who are engaged and motivated to discuss and show respect to individuals' religions and 
beliefs. Learners will be able to carry out discussions and talk about a range of religions, traditions and 
celebrations in-depth showing how their learning has developed their spiritual, cultural, moral and social 
understanding. Learners would have had an experience of a wide range of activities which contributes to 
their knowledge of the different religions. 

RE Impact 



 

3 types of knowledge

● ‘substantive’ knowledge: knowledge about various religious and non-religious traditions
● ‘disciplinary’ knowledge: ‘ways of knowing’ - pupils learn ‘how to know’ about religion and non-religion
● ‘personal knowledge’: pupils build an awareness of their own presuppositions and values about the religious and 

non-religious traditions they study

Research Review Series: Religious Education

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-review-series-religious-edu
cation

Types of knowledge children will develop from RE 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-review-series-religious-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-review-series-religious-education


The Hayes Values 

Our six values are embedded in all areas of school life and in our RE provision. 
Responsibility - how we are all responsible for showing respect for others values 
and beliefs 
Success - how we successfully show our tolerance and respect to others when 
learning about beliefs and values
Aspirations - how we all aspire to learn about others beliefs and values which will 
allow us to be empathetic towards others 
Resilience - to learn how the beliefs and values we have are important in the world 
and that they are respected by others
Discovery - to learn about values and beliefs beyond our own and how they may 
differ from ours
Friendship - how individuals from many different religions and backgrounds can 
live happily in the world together



Removing Barriers to the Religious Education Curriculum 
RE is planned using the Devon and Torbay Agreed Syllabus which provides a range of activities which can ensure 
barriers to learning are removed, allowing all learners to be successful. It reduces barriers to achievement by:

● ensuring clear explanations of vocabulary are given, using an appropriate level of language
● using concrete examples, which can be linked to previous learning
● having visual input and prompts
● learning through practical activities and discussions
● checking understanding – careful questioning, asking the student to explain to a classmate, applying 

learning to a different context, use of stem sentences

Planning will include
● working in smaller groups/talk partners
● displaying word banks and stem sentences to aid discussions
● providing easy-to-use videos and adapted/modified resources
● always allowing for plenty of thinking/talking/practise time before asking pupils to comment or do
● making sure they understand the task
● recognising individuality and talking about it with the child
● offer examples of what they could do, sometimes giving options ‘this or this’
● express outcome in alternative ways and that appealed and are not daunting


