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Languages at Hayes: Subject Story



The Hayes Curriculum Vision Statement

At Hayes, we strive for our children to push beyond any perceived idea of potential, 
to be all they can be, regardless of background.  Our vision is for all of our children 
to leave us as good human beings- happy, kind and responsible. Our curriculum is 
integral in shaping the children to become independent and life-long learners. Our 
curriculum aims to equip our children with the ability to ‘think’ in order to make 
sense of an ever-changing world. The breadth our curriculum provides is 
underpinned by thinking. This thinking will allow our children to make sense of the 
world around them and before them in order that they can live fulfilling and happy 
lives, being all they can be.



Our intention at Hayes is to ensure that every key stage 2 child accesses a Languages curriculum that 
challenges and inspires curiosity and deepens their understanding of the world. They will have an 
understanding of other cultures as well as a curiosity of the wider world that we live in. We aim for all our 
children to leave Hayes with the foundations to continue to learn language for practical purposes as well 
as having the ability to express their thoughts and ideas in another language. 

The National Curriculum for Languages aims to ensure that children:

● understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources
● speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they 

want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation  

● can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical 
structures that they have learnt  

● discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.

Intent: Languages (French)



● At Hayes, we use the Language Angels scheme of work from Year 3 to Year 6. This 
scheme allows teachers to deliver high quality French language teaching that builds 
on previous years learning to develop the foundations of language learning. 

● Weekly, high quality, inspiring lessons taught by teachers with an expert knowledge of 
the subject using the Language Angels scheme.

● Language lessons are taught mostly in French using the classroom vocabulary 
provided by Language Angels.

● Children given opportunities to reflect upon their learning; asking questions and giving 
opinions.

Implementation: Languages 



Impact of our languages provision
If you walked in on a Hayes French lesson, you would see:

● Children engaged in their French lessons and beginning to converse in French with increasing 
confidence

● Children motivated and engaged in French lessons through high quality, inspiring lessons based on 
the Language Angels scheme of work

● Children who leave the lesson enthused and excited to explore and take up opportunities to speak 
French in school and at home

Our destination as French speakers at Hayes will be: 

By the time that children leave Hayes School, they are able to speak basic French with increasing 
confidence ready to continue their languages journey at secondary school. They show an understanding 
of other cultures and some of the ways ours is similar to theirs, as well as ways in which they are different. 
They have the grammatical basics that enable them to continue to foster a love of language learning, 
whatever that language may be.



KS2 Unit Overview

Knowledge and skills progression: Languages



Year 3 example of substantive knowledge

Knowledge and skills progression: Languages



Year 3

Knowledge and skills progression: Languages



Year 4: example of substantive knowledge

Knowledge and skills progression: Languages



Year 4

Knowledge and skills progression: Languages



Year 5: example of substantive knowledge

Knowledge and skills progression: Languages



Year 5

Knowledge and skills progression: Languages



Year 6: example of substantive knowledge

Knowledge and skills progression: Languages



Year 6

Knowledge and skills progression: Languages



At the start of each lesson in French, children will be given some form of 
retrieval activity in which they independently answer questions from the 
previous lesson(s). These may come in the form of general questions, true or 
false, vocabulary matching or ‘brain dumps’. The idea around this is that 
children are continuously retrieving information from previous sessions from 
the week(s) prior so key knowledge is not lost and ‘sticks’ with them. At the end 
of the half term and unit of work, children will take part in an assessment 
covering speaking, listening reading and writing to provide evidence showing 
the knowledge that has stuck with them. This assessment is provided by 
Language Angels.

Retrieval 



At the end of each unit, the children will complete an assessment covering 
speaking, listening, reading and writing in French. This will provide teachers with 
evidence to enable them to make judgements about whether each student is 
work at, above or below age related expectations. This is then recorded in a 
centralised document. Guidance to support teachers with their judgement is 
provided for each unit.

AssessmentExample Teacher 
Assessment Guidance

Example Pupil Assessments



Class books

Examples of learning: Languages



Speaking and Listening- Weather Forecast Presentations

Examples of learning: Languages

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1lGeXrYtA9KN56A-l1o_-wXkdy-0HoeRN/preview


Removing Barriers to the French Curriculum for Hayes Children
- Differentiated reading & writing activities 

- Interactive resources (karaoke, games, phonics mat) 
- Vocabulary mats (+pictured vocabulary) 

- Introductory phonics lessons 
- Using voice files to share good pronunciation
- Encourage mixed ability talk partner activities 

- Modelling good spoken French (my turn, your turn) 
- Offer plenty of choral repetition 

- Recap prior learning at the beginning of each session 
- Provide plenty of oral opportunities 

- Assess children based on speaking, listening, reading and writing
Phonics Mat                                                                       Visual Vocabulary Mat


