
Year 2 Curriculum Plan: Spring 2 2024

The Big Question:  Can we help to change the way people think about caring for the 
environment?

Responsibility  Success  Aspirations  Resilience  Discovery  Friendship



At Hayes, we strive for our children to push beyond any perceived idea of 
potential, to be all they can be, regardless of background in order that they leave 

us as good human beings - happy, kind and responsible. Our curriculum is integral 
in shaping the children to become independent and life-long learners. At Hayes, 

we also aim to equip our children with the ability to ‘think’ in order to make sense of 
an ever-changing world.  Our curriculum has been designed, with thinking at its 

heart, to achieve our ultimate vision - all children will live fulfilling and happy lives, 
being all they can be. 



Early Reading

At Hayes, we strive to ensure that all children become confident and competent 
readers as well as developing a life-long love of reading. Through a rigorous daily 
phonics programme, all children develop their word reading and comprehension 
skills which they can apply across the curriculum. Here we also aim to develop 
children’s vocabulary, allowing them to understand and make ambitious word 

choices. 
As a parent/carer you play an important role in this journey and are actively 

encouraged  to help and support along the way.



Context of the learning experience:
The children will be taught to build on their previous geography knowledge of their 
locality. This time, Y2 will be building a more detailed awareness of how our 
actions in our local environment can have a detrimental effect elsewhere in the 
world. We will be focusing on learning about the seven continents of the world 
with a particular emphasis on the Arctic - the habitat of the Polar Bear. Our 
English text Leaf will highlight the importance of looking after all animals and 
creatures that habit planet Earth and what will happen if we do not. 
 
The children will retrieve words and phrases that describe their locality whilst 
learning specific technical vocabulary to compare and contrast the Arctic as an 
environment. Through asking and answering questions, the children will be 
encouraged to choose and use a wide variety of sources. 

We will also be studying the work of Carol Gillan and using the Austin’s Butterfly 
approach to imitate and improve our own artwork inspired by our visit to Paignton 
Zoo as part of our conservation curriculum.



Big Questions
BIG Question

Can we inspire people to take more care looking after our environments?

Geography  Questions
Can we compare our local environment to that of a Polar Bear?
How can our actions have an impact on other environments?

Can we use key vocabulary to explain directions?
Can we describe features of our environment?

Can I create my own map and label key features?
Can I describe human and physical features?

Art Questions
Can I use an artist’s work to influence my sketch?

Can I use line and colour in my artwork?
Can I create a design for a sculpture?

Can I use materials creatively?



English- Texts
Main text: Leaf by Sandra Dieckmann
Leaf - When a polar bear arrives unexpectedly in the woods, the animals fear and avoid him, 
suspecting him to be dangerous—and his habit of collecting leaves only adds to their distrust. 
Then one day, they watch as he attempts to fly over the water with wings made of colorful 
leaves, just trying to go home.



Year 5: Autumn 1

ENGLISH

Narrative piece: Y2 will be writing their own imitated 
text based on Leaf - considering two alternative 
environments where Leaf could land. We will also be 
focusing on different types of sentences e.g questions, 
statements, commands and exclamatory sentences.

Writing in a role piece: Y2 will create diary entries 
based upon their feelings towards Leaf when he first 
arrives and later on how the other animals see him 
once they have got to know him. The children will be 
writing in the third person from the perspective of 
another animal, revising the past tense, third person 
narrative. We will be inspiring the children to use 
descriptive sentences and paragraphs for both pieces 
of writing retrieving our prior Y2 learning.

MATHS
Fractions

- Equal and unequal parts
- Recognise and find a half, quarter, third and 

whole.
- Unit and non-unit fractions.
- Recognise and find three-quarters.
- Count fractions  up to a whole.

Shape

- Recognise 2-D and 3-D shapes
- Count vertices on 2-D shapes
- Use lines of symmetry to complete shapes
- Count faces, vertices and edges on 3-D shapes
- Make patterns with 2-D and 3-D shapes

Year 2: Spring 2 2024



Geography  



Art  



Maths  - models and images

Fractions:



Maths  - models and images

Shape:



Year 2: Spring 2 2024

Driver Subject: Geography

● Compare our local environment to a 
contrasting environment

● Look at the impact of global issues on 
the environment

● Use observational skills
● Use compass directions
● Identify and name human and physical 

features
● Identify the 7 continents and 5 oceans
● Look at and create maps with simple 

keys

Driver Subject: Art

● Study the work of Carol Gillan and how 
her work can influence ours. 

● Use line and colour to create sketches

● Evaluate work by considering what they 
like or could have improved



Year 2: Spring 2 2024

Driver Subject: Geography STEM 
SENTENCES

● I have observed... 
● Here, I know that… 
● There, I know that… 
● ……. is different because… 
● … is similar because……. I have observed... 
● Here, I know that… 
● There, I know that… 
● ……. is different because… 
● … is similar because… 
● These problems can cause … 
● The importance of caring for the environment… 
● The following issues mean… 
● The effect of… on the environment … 
● There have been major changes … 
● It can be suggested that… 
● Looking toward the future... 

Driver Subject: Art STEM SENTENCES

● The artist used .... to create... 
● The style of ... is similar/different to ... they use… 
● When planning my project I could use…  
● In this piece I can see … 
● This picture reminds me of… 
● The layout of the text shows me that… 
● Reflecting on my work I could improve by...  
● The next step in developing my work is… 



Year 5: Autumn 1

SCIENCE - Habitats

● Recognise whether things are alive, dead or 
have never lived.

● Identify different plants and animals and 
recognise that they are suited to their different 
habitats, including micro-habitats.

●  Recognise how different habitats provide for 
the basic needs of animals and plants.

●  Understand that animals get their food from 
other animals and/or from plants.

● Recognise that a food chain is made of a series 
of plants and animals that eat each other and 
shows how energy is transferred from one 
organism to another via food. 

COMPUTING
● The children will find out that the information 

provided on pictograms is of limited use 
beyond answering simple questions as 
pictograms cannot be used to answer more 
complicated questions. 

● Y2 will use yes/no questions to separate 
information and follow a range of yes/no 
questions to separate different items. 

● The children will understand what is meant by 
a binary tree and how this can be used to 
separate different items and pictures to answer 
questions.
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R.E

● Discuss communities and the importance 
of them

● Learn about what Jesus and other religious 
leaders said about loving others

● Discuss the meaning of Easter and how 
Christians celebrate it. 

PSHE

● To learn what pollution is and think about how 
small steps to reduce it can make a big difference

● To learn about global warming and what we can 
do to help make a difference in slowing it down

● To understand the problems that waste plastics 
cause and consider how encouraging recycling 
can make a difference

PE

● Net games: To roll a ball to hit a target, and 
develop co-ordination and to stop a rolling ball

● To develop technique and control when 
dribbling a ball with their feet and their hands

● To develop control and technique when kicking 
a ball

● To develop co-ordination and technique when 
throwing and catching

Music

● Learn 3 songs; Sparkle in the sun, 
Listen and the Orchestra sing

● Listen and respond to a range of music
● Compose and improvise to the tunes


